
PRINTING AND OER 

So what’s your first step? 
Communicate with your campus OER Liaison and your campus 
bookstore to let them know you are using OER. 

Follow processes or protocols already in place to streamline printing, if 
available. If a process doesn’t already exist, you may be able to help create 
one. (see the College of the Canyons model on page 2) 

 
 
 

Will your college’s printing/graphics/bookstore be able to handle printing? 

There may be hesitation to print OER based on historical concerns about copyright. This may 
provide you with an opportunity to explain Creative Commons licensing to those with concerns. 

Check the contract with the bookstore to find out if they require a first right of printing or if it 
can be done by an outside source (e.g., Montezuma publishing, Create Space, lulu.com). 

Next Steps 

• Put language in your syllabus about students’ options for accessing the text (digital and 
print), indicate whether the text is required, and if the print option is optional or required. 

• Contact your college library to put print copies on reserve. 

• Consider providing a print version of the text – or information on obtaining a printable version 
- to departments or programs that assist students with accessing course resources. 

 
Other Resources (Note – Webinar links must be copied and pasted) 

Follett webinar ‐ how they support OER: 
https://register.gotowebinar.com/recording/2489688348220319243 

 

Barnes & Noble Education webinar ‐ how they support OER: 
https://register.gotowebinar.com/recording/8425976915173424904 

 

 

 

Congratulations! 
You have 

adopted an OER 
and are now 

looking at the 
next level— 

offering a print 
option for 
students. 



College of the Canyons 
Faculty Guide to Print OER for Students 

After an OER textbook has been created or adopted, here are the steps to help you get started 
in sharing and making your textbook available to your students on campus. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Bookstore 
 

 
 

 
 

•Reply back to the Bookstore's email with the OER 

 
If your book is in PDF form, reply back to the Bookstore 

 

 
Printing 

•Bookstore orders copies of the OER book through a 
vendor (if possible) or orders copies to be printed through 
Reprographics 

to allow reserve copies to be ordered 

 
•Digital copy emailed to students by instructor 
•DIgital copy hosted online (Canvas or on a website) 

Student Options  
•Print up to 15 B&W and/or 5 color copies for free daily at 

 

 

book 
 
 


