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Welcome to the Fall 2025 term and the 2025-2026 academic year. While there were no
true surprises over the summer, there was one important development — the new title 5
regulation 5, § 54221 Burden-Free Access to Instructional Materials, was chaptered on
July 1, 2025, and became effective July 30, 2025. Your district has 180 days from the
effective date to modify its policies and procedures to fulfill the regulatory requirements,
with a deadline of Jan. 26, 2026. This new regulation requires local governing boards to
“adopt policies that ensure student access to textbooks and supplemental materials that
are needed on the first day of class” and emphasizes the use of OER. The OERI is
anticipating that resolutions related to the requirements may be needed and will host a
webinar in early September to explore ideas. The OERI will also hold a webinar in
October on the new regulation. If you have any questions and/or your college has
already initiated changes in response to the regulation, please let the OERI know.

During the Fall 2025 term, OERI’s twice monthly Friday Forum webinars will be on the
18t and the 3" Friday of the month, from 10:30 am — 11:30 am, with the final Forum of
the term — and the year — held on December 5. As always, you can find registration
information on our website and in our monthly newsletters.

» Cal OER 2025 - Thank you!

Thank you to all who attended Cal OER 2025 in August. The opening keynote and the
system updates are now available on the Cal OER YouTube channel. Based on
attendee feedback, the Cal OER Planning Committee will be identifying new dates for
2026. Stay tuned!

* OERI Summer Projects °

The OERI is piloting a process to review and update commonly adopted resources. The
following projects are in progress and are expected to be completed by the end of Fall
2025.

e Updates and revisions to OpenStax Introduction to Business in LibreTexts.
e Updates and revisions to OpenStax Psychology 2e in LibreTexts.

In addition, a team of communication studies faculty is developing a standalone
resource that can be integrated into any public speaking OER to ensure such texts


https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/ID91397606C6211F099AC8EA07ACFCC67?originationContext=document&transitionType=StatuteNavigator&needToInjectTerms=False&viewType=FullText&ppcid=15eddcdc3879495b8dcc57eb5355ba76&contextData=%28sc.Default%29
mailto:oeri@asccc.org?subject=BFIM%20Regulation
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfjv_3A5XwX5kt9mGe-LD2w
https://openstax.org/details/books/introduction-business
https://openstax.org/details/books/psychology-2e

address the content, objectives/outcomes, and standards required by both the Common
Course Numbering COMM C1000 template and Cal-GETC Area 1C (Oral
Communication). If you or your faculty have initiated work to meet this need, please let
the OERI know. And many thanks to Citrus College for sharing a new remix titled
Essentials of Exemplary Public Speaking which has been developed to address the
aforementioned needs.

To support faculty who are needing additional content to teach a public speaking course
during the present term, the OERI has developed an analysis of available OER to meet
those needs and is sharing a wide array of OER via a Canvas shell. Please find links to
these resources on the Open Educational Resources and Communication Studies page.

After the OERI communication studies team has completed its work compiling and
developing content to meet the new requirements, it will be integrated into Stand up,
Speak out — The Practice and Ethics of Public Speaking in LibreTexts (CC BY-NC-SA).
An overview of where the content was integrated will be provided to support its inclusion
into other OER.

OpenStax Introduction to Business, OpenStax Psychology 2e, and Stand up, Speak out
— The Practice and Ethics of Public Speaking have all undergone an OERI Inclusivity,
Diversity, Equity, and Antiracism (IDEA) Framework Assessment. Feedback received
from the assessment will be integrated into these texts as quickly as possible.

* OER Project Dashboard

Since receiving numerous requests to learn about the OER that colleges are creating
locally with Zero Textbook Cost (ZTC) funds, the OERI is pleased to share our OER
Project Dashboard that contains project information gathered from the ZTC Acceleration
Cohort process. While information is limited for some of the projects, we hope you will
find the dashboard useful.

If you participated in the ZTC Collaboration Cohort process and have an update to
share, please submit the information through our OER Project Update Submission form.
Are you working on a project that is not included on the dashboard? Please provide
your project information so we can share it with the field!

* OERI Discipline Leads Wanted

The OERI is recruiting Discipline Leads for 2025 — 2026. Discipline Leads receive a
stipend of $600 per term for completing their assigned tasks and are also eligible to
receive a stipend for taking the OERI's courses. Read more about the Discipline Lead
role and the process for applying.

The OERI encourages faculty in all disciplines to apply. While we are presently
recruiting Leads for the following disciplines, we are always happy to consider other
disciplines as well.


https://www.cccco.edu/-/media/CCCCO-Website/docs/template/ccn-template-final-introduction-to-public-speaking-august2024-c1000-a11y.pdf?la=en&hash=3E4E5D10D974799B3962D057AFCCB1D80E0B8D36
https://www.cccco.edu/-/media/CCCCO-Website/docs/template/ccn-template-final-introduction-to-public-speaking-august2024-c1000-a11y.pdf?la=en&hash=3E4E5D10D974799B3962D057AFCCB1D80E0B8D36
https://www.cccco.edu/-/media/CCCCO-Website/docs/curriculum/calgetcstandards122024a11y.pdf?la=en&hash=F52572F7F2037840FEA49993779508FEB0DACBF7
https://www.cccco.edu/-/media/CCCCO-Website/docs/curriculum/calgetcstandards122024a11y.pdf?la=en&hash=F52572F7F2037840FEA49993779508FEB0DACBF7
https://socialsci.libretexts.org/Courses/Citrus_College/Essentials_of_Exemplary_Public_Speaking
https://asccc-oeri.org/open-educational-resources-and-communication-studies/
https://socialsci.libretexts.org/Bookshelves/Communication/Book%3A_Stand_up_Speak_out_-_The_Practice_and_Ethics_of_Public_Speaking
https://socialsci.libretexts.org/Bookshelves/Communication/Book%3A_Stand_up_Speak_out_-_The_Practice_and_Ethics_of_Public_Speaking
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/
https://iris24742.softr.app/
https://iris24742.softr.app/
https://asccc-oeri.org/zero-textbook-cost-ztc-program-collaboration-cohorts/
https://asccc-oeri.org/zero-textbook-cost-ztc-program-collaboration-cohorts/
https://iris24742.softr.app/project-update
https://iris24742.softr.app/add-resource
https://iris24742.softr.app/add-resource
https://asccc-oeri.org/asccc-oeri-seeking-discipline-leads/
https://asccc-oeri.org/asccc-oeri-seeking-discipline-leads/

e Addiction Studies

e Agriculture

e Asian American Studies
e Counseling

¢ Data Science

e Engineering

e Health

e Humanities

¢ Native American Studies
e Nutrition

e Nursing

e Public Health

e Social Justice Studies

« ASCCC OERI OER Development Support Options °

Since its inception, the OERI has provided OER-related professional development
opportunities across the state and developed resources to support OER exploration,
advocacy, development, and sustainability. In addition, through five OER-development
funding cycles, the OERI has created a comprehensive process consisting of multiple
components to facilitate OER development.

Since colleges may need assistance in OER adaptation and development as they
establish ZTC pathways, the OERI is prepared to tailor its support to meet those local
needs. See more of what the OERI has to offer in the ASCCC OERI OER Development
Support Options. Learn how the OERI can support your college at tinyurl.com/OERI-
Support.

* ASCCC Al, Distance Education, and IDEA OERI Events °

In Fall 2023, the OERI expanded its leadership team to include Tiffany Lanoix as its
Inclusion, Diversity, Equity and Antiracism (IDEA) Lead. The impact of having a
dedicated lead has prompted the OERI to introduce two additional leads to further the
OERI’'s work in specific areas. Elizabeth (Liz) Encarnacion will be exploring the
intersection of Artificial Intelligence (Al) and Open Educational Resources (OER) and
Jim Julius is committed to more effectively establishing connections with the distance
education (DE) community. If you have specific interests with respect to OER and All,
DE, and/or IDEA that you’'d like to see the OERI address, please share them with us.
This month you’ll see that we are featuring Al in our second Friday Forum.

Friday, September 5, 1:30 pm - 2:30 pm

Open Educational Resources (OER) and Inclusion, Diversity, Equity, and Anti-
Racism (IDEA): Leveraging OER to Support IDEA

By using OER, faculty can customize course materials to reflect their distinctive


https://asccc-oeri.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/OERI-Support-for-ZTC-Options-PDF.pdf
https://asccc-oeri.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/OERI-Support-for-ZTC-Options-PDF.pdf
mailto:oeri@asccc.org?subject=AI,%20DI,%20and%20IDEA%20Interests

approach to the curriculum. Additionally, the ASCCC OERI IDEA Framework can help
faculty in adapting those materials to reflect the diversity of their unique students. The
recently developed IDEA Framework Assessment Process is designed to assist faculty
who wish to improve their resources with IDEA principles in mind. Join us to learn about
the intersection of OER and IDEA — and OERI’s IDEA plans for the future.

Register for OER and IDEA: Leveraging OER to Support IDEA

Friday, September 12, 1:30 pm - 2:30 pm

Inclusion, Diversity, Equity, and Anti-Racism (IDEA) Office Hour

Drop in to chat about ASCCC’s IDEA Framework. This space is for anyone using the
framework to assess existing OER materials, to create new OER, or to discuss all
things IDEA. Join your IDEA colleagues to ask questions, to get feedback, or to
brainstorm.

Reqister for the IDEA Office Hour

* OERI Events — September OERI Friday Forums °

During the Fall 2025 academic term, the OERI Friday Forums will be held from 10:30
am — 11:30 am on the 15t and 3™ Fridays of the month. All Friday Forum webinars are
recorded and archived. The ASCCC OERI will provide automated captioning for all
webinars. If you would like to request live human closed-captioning for any of our
offerings, please contact us by e-mail at least 10 business days in advance.

OERI Friday Forums are intended for a diverse audience. Please share with your
colleagues. We hope you all will join us!

Friday, September 5, 10:30 am - 11:30 am

Zero Textbook Cost (ZTC) by Design: The OERI Project Management Course Tour
What does it take to effectively guide faculty through an Open Educational Resources
(OER) project? Whether you are leading an OER project or participating in one, having
the knowledge needed to be successful - and understanding the work involved — can
prepare you for success. Take a behind-the-scenes tour of the OERI Project
Management course - your new go-to playbook for leading ZTC pathways and OER
initiatives. Packed with ready-to-use tools, smart templates, and strategic insights, this
course is built to help you achieve real impact at your college.

Register for ZTC by Design: The OERI Project Management Course Tour

The OERI Project Management Course

The next OERI Project Management Course will begin on Monday, September 29 and
end on Friday, October 31. Participants will engage with the online content and meet on
Fridays from 2:00 pm — 3:00 pm for the duration of the course. Interested in
participating? Please check the ASCCC OERI Fall 2025 OER Project Management
Cohort — Interest Form.

Friday, September 19, 10:30 am - 11:30 am
Artificial Intelligence (Al) at the Open Educational Resources (OER) Table: How
Much is Too Much?


https://cccconfer.zoom.us/meeting/register/olfIM8CEQxOb9_Xp0FkBMg
https://cccconfer.zoom.us/meeting/register/S3YxoEeQSaOIHXRUU_-M3g
mailto:oeri@asccc.org
https://cccconfer.zoom.us/meeting/register/GdGaESc2TCWRQn4fXRc9yg
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc0fSNHAWywoe-UCJPGVrBDQJCsNXd_5mKWEOg9BpJygUdRdQ/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=115262760072962600761
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc0fSNHAWywoe-UCJPGVrBDQJCsNXd_5mKWEOg9BpJygUdRdQ/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=115262760072962600761

Al has joined the conversation of developing and improving existing OER — but how
much should we allow it to contribute? What are the ethical considerations and where
are the technical red lines? In this session, we’ll examine the benefits, boundaries, and
potential pitfalls of integrating Al into OER creation. The conversation will balance useful
tips with guidance on responsible practice.

Register for Al at the OER Table: How Much is Too Much?

« OERI Discipline Lead Events °

The OERI Discipline Leads regularly host conversations and webinars to share
resources, identify needs, and build community. These events are intended for
discipline faculty and for those who have an interest in the discipline as supporters or
advocates. Webinars will be recorded and archived. A “conversation” or an office hour
are informal discussions and recordings may be shared upon approval of the presenter.
The ASCCC OERI will provide automated captioning for all webinars. If you would like
to request live human closed-captioning for any of our offerings, please contact us by e-
mail at least 10 business days in advance.

Thursday, September 4, 2:00 pm — 3:00 pm

Open Educational Resources (OER) for Public Speaking — Filling Potential Gaps
During the summer of 2025, a group of communication studies faculty met to identify
OER that could be used to address required elements in the public speaking course due
to recent statewide curriculum changes. Join us to learn about the summer work, the
currently available resources, and the work that is in progress.

Regqister for OER for Public Speaking — Filling Potential Gaps



https://cccconfer.zoom.us/meeting/register/fReVkyVSQYiNvh8jQac46A
https://asccc-oeri.org/asccc-oeri-discipline-leads/
mailto:oeri@asccc.org
mailto:oeri@asccc.org
https://cccconfer.zoom.us/meeting/register/GNgtVK0SRU2qvkO8TcRB2g

