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About Me
Brian Barrick
Associate Professor of Political Science
Los Angeles Harbor College 

OpenAudio
Published 5 OER Audiobooks
160+ Hours of Audio on Spotify, YouTube, Apple Music

Recognition
2023 Finalist: OE Awards For Excellence: Significant Impact OER
2024 Awardee: OE Awards For Excellence: Open with AI

AI Focus
District Academic Senate Task Force on Artificial Intelligence







LA Harbor College Students

California Promise Grant Recipients

Full-Time Students

72%

Source: LACCD EPIE Dashboard (Fall 2023)



Enrollment Decisions

How important was LOW COST in your decision to 
enroll at this college?

Source: LACCD Student Survey (Fall 2022), n = 4,422

Important or 
Very Important

89.5%



Impact

Have Cost of Textbooks been a problem for you in 
reaching your academic goals? 

Source: LACCD Student Survey (Spring 2021), n = 4,313

Major or 
Moderate Problem

34%
Minor Problem

26%



Kelsey Smith
OER Librarian 

West Hills College Lemoore

Una Daley
Director
CCCOER



0.00׽



OpenAudio: Phase 1
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ElevenLabs Demo







YouTubeSpotify Apple Podcasts Canvas







Source: Spotify & YouTube Data (April 2026)

Streaming Time

25 Years
Total Streams

765,000









Pedagogy and Impact



Benefits

Multi-Modal Learning
Reading and listening simultaneously often leads to higher 
comprehension and retention.

Universal Design for Learning (UDL) 
Moving away from reactive accommodations to a 
proactive "accessibility by design" approach.

Inclusion and Access
Our resources are utilized by incarcerated students 
without internet access (downloadable audio).  Also 
meeting students in the “digital neighborhoods” they 
already spend time in (platform availability).



Removing Barriers

Traditional textbooks are typically “locked” in visual and 
textual formats. Potential barriers for:

● Learning disabilities (Dyslexia, ADHD).

● ESL learners who need to hear pronunciation.

● Non-traditional students who lack dedicated 
sitting-down study time (working, parents, long 
commuters). 

Audio doesn't replace reading.  It enhances the content.



I am a disabled student.  I have really bad dyslexia and I work full time...  
When I saw that you not only included the free online textbook but had a free 
audiobook link, I cried grateful tears... In previous classes I've had to struggle 
to make the textbooks more accessible myself. The audio book textbook 
allowed me to even study at work making it easier for me to come home after 
long shifts and actually be able to take care of myself without having to feel 
guilty over having to choose between sitting down and forcing myself to read 
or going for a walk to decompress… You made it accessible, easy to understand, 
and less stressful.  Student Feedback



This is amazing!!! Trying to keep up with my online class on top of working, classes on 
campus, and life stuff. I didn’t want to keep using the search tool within the book to find 
answers to my quizzes and wanted to actually soak all of the information in. This is a 
lifesaver!!! Thank you LAHC EDU!

“I just want to thank you so much. You save me and my online history class. I have a 
learning disability and make it very hard to read.  My read-aloud [software] would glitch 
out. It would take me an hour to read one segment of the book. Now I can read the whole 
chapter in 45 minutes. Thank you so much.” 



How Do I Use This?
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