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BP 4042  Open Educational Resources (OER) and Zero Textbook Cost (ZTC) Measures
 
References:
California Education Code Section 66406.7, 66406.9, 78052 (ZTC Grant Program)
CCCCO Zero Textbook Cost Program
Proposed Revisions to Title 5, California Code of Regulations Relating to Burden-Free Access to Instructional Materials (Second Reading)
XB12 Data Element Definition
Burden-Free Instructional Materials Task Force Recommendations
 
The San Mateo County Community College District is committed to promoting student success by reducing the financial barriers associated with textbook and instructional material costs. This policy establishes guidelines for the adoption, implementation, and support of Open Educational Resources (OER) and Zero Textbook Cost (ZTC) courses to enhance accessibility, affordability, and equity in education.
 
Pursuant to Title 5, Section 54221 the San Mateo County Community College District shall support the increase, expansion, or improvement of OER and ZTC course materials to promote cost savings, academic freedom, and student success. The following principles shall guide implementation:
 
· Faculty Choice: Based on their discipline expertise, faculty maintain full academic freedom in selecting instructional materials while being encouraged to consider OER and ZTC resources where pedagogically appropriate, in accordance with BP 6.35/AP 6.35.1 Academic Freedom.
· Transparency and Access: The Colleges shall ensure that OER and ZTC courses and ZTC degree and certificate pathways are clearly designated in the course schedule to inform students of cost-free material options.
· Institutional Support: The Colleges and/or the District shall provide professional development opportunities, incentives, and resources to faculty and staff to encourage the adoption and creation of OER and ZTC materials. This includes the necessary infrastructure to support ZTC options that may lie outside of the use of OER (e.g. subscriptions to Library resources, Controlled Digital Lending).
· Sustainability and Collaboration: The Colleges and the District shall collaborate with local experts, statewide initiatives, consortia, transfer partners, as well as internal and external partners to enhance the development, curation, implementation, and sharing of OER.
· Clear Definitions of Zero Textbook Cost (ZTC) and Low Textbook Cost (LTC) Course Sections: The Colleges and the District shall agree upon common definitions for how ZTC and LTC sections are labeled, including a list of criteria under which a course section may be labeled as such. These definitions shall align with Education Code legislation and Title 5 regulation requirements.
 
Also see BP 6.35 and AP 6.35.1 Academic Freedom.
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